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Going to School

This booklet is designed to assist parents/caregivers who will be sending their child to our school. This information is based on our experience. We hope you find it useful.

Fiona Austin

New Entrant/Y1 Class Teacher.

Allyson Trew

New Entrant/Y1 Class Teacher

Meredith Bladen

Year 2 Class Teacher

Gretchen Greer

Year 2 & 3 Class Teacher

Michelle Fraser
Year 2 & 3 Class Teacher/ Junior School Team Leader

Mr Evan Barker
Year 5/6 Class Teacher and Middle School Team Leader

Ross Booth
Year 7/8 Class Teacher and Senior School Team Leader

Mary Fursdon

Associate Principal

Stephen Lethbridge
Principal.

The Family

Preschool years and experiences should provide your child with:

Acceptance and the assurance of being loved at home and within the family.

Stimulating experiences that involve the opportunity to try new skills

Opportunities for plenty of exercise- keeping your child active and fit.

Opportunities to mix with and be in the control of other adults (your child should expect consistency and patience

Opportunities to mix with and develop friendships with other children

Opportunities to be talked to and read to. Discussions, conversations and explanations. They should be encouraged to ask questions.

Independence: Opportunities to discover they can do things by themselves, make decisions and be responsible for the consequences.

Opportunities to be praised for good efforts as they meet expectations.

Parents and the School
You can help by:
Having a positive attitude and making positive comments about school and teachers.

Making sure the significance of going to school is not overstated. (School is normal in everyone’s life. Don’t create unrealistic expectations). Expect that school will be a positive experience.

Telling your child that school will be a bit different to kindy/ playcentre. Eg; Lots of children; sometimes a bell will ring; everyone does things together and helps one another

Getting to know the layout of the school.

Coming to school functions and events.

Visiting the playground/school in the weekends (walk around and explore)

Making an appointment to enrol your child 6-8 weeks in advance and be shown officially around the school.

Enrolment involves a meeting with the Principal and a tour of the school. It is a good idea for your child to attend this meeting. 

School visits are held on Thursdays from 9-11:00 a.m. Three to four visits are usual. The first visits are with the parent (no pre-schoolers please) and the later visits without a parent*. If the child wants to join in, that’s fine. If they do not, they can observe what goes on.

Visits at Taupaki School are arranged with Kindergarten teachers. Visits from other pre-school facilities can be arranged to coincide with these times to give children a chance to meet prospective classmates.

*There is a legal requirement for one parent form a visiting group to remain and be responsible for the pre-schoolers.

Helpful Skills for Your Child
· Write their name or at least recognise it (Lower case letters please)

· Use pencils, crayons and scissors

· Able to put on clothing: (swimming gear and wet weather clothing), tie shoe laces (if that is too difficult, buy shoes that fasten easily)

· Ability to look after themselves: blow their nose, go to the toilet, get dry after swimming.

· Develop a responsibility for tidying up and picking up their clothes. Please have their clothes named.

· Ability to sit and concentrate on a task, whether it be listening, puzzles, Lego (active problem solving, not just passive screen watching)

· Ability to complete a task. To start something and work through a situation until it is completed.

First Day

Arrive at least ten minutes before school starts to be received by the teacher. Reintroduce your child to school friends who may show them around the room. The farewell should take place when the bell rings. If reassurance is required it is sensible to stay detached at the back of the room and go when you are no longer needed. Often your child doesn’t want you to go but tears usually stop once you have gone. You can always phone the school later to check that your child is settled.

We invite parents to help in classes and ask that you arrange it after 4-6 weeks, once your child has settled.

Initial Difficulties Can Include:

Starts well and enthusiasm dwindles

Too great a build up followed by disappointment

Learning is not immediate: ‘I can’t read yet’.

All day, every day, resulting in tiredness.

Fitting in with others/teacher after less structure at pre-school can be a strain.

Not eating lunch (it will happen once they relax)

Not always being first; sharing and tolerance

As you continue to bring your child to school in the morning encourage their independence by:

Asking them to check that they have all they need in their bag for the day, before you leave home.

Letting them lead the way and hang up their bag.

Letting them get out the book bag and out it in the classroom.

Getting them to show you around.

Leaving before the bell so they can associate with friends in readiness for the start of the day.

Be early.
Remember that if you want to discuss any part of your child’s education make sure you talk to the teacher.

Information for Parents of New Entrant Children
Welcome to the Taupaki School !

Some gentle reminders to ease the transition to school life.
· Children settle better in the mornings if they are early enough to unpack their bags and have a little play.

· The bell goes at 8:55 am.

· Morning interval : 11:00- 11:30 am.  

· Lunch: 12:50 – 1:40. Students are supervised and remain seated while eating their lunch.

Homelearning: Check their book bags each night. There will be either a book, poem or story to read with/to you. When returning to class in the morning please ask your child to put their book bag in the tub and to hang up their bag by themselves. Routines and independence are very important at this level. Please make sure that the books are returned each day and that the notebook is signed. Feel free to make any useful comments in the notebook regarding your child’s reading, or anything you think would be helpful for us to know the next day.

Sun Hats: These are worn in terms 1 and 4.

Drinks: Children are encouraged to drink water.

Lunch: Please ensure that your child has sufficient healthy food for the day. Something for ‘brain food’, morning interval and lunch. We encourage healthy eating choices and would therefore suggest no lollies, chewing gum or fizzy drinks as these are not conducive to good learning and concentration.

Pre-entry visits: On a Thursday we have pre-entry visitors during the morning programme.

Hometime; This is at 3:00pm. The end of the day is a busy time in a new entrant classroom. It is helpful if parents wait to collect their children outside the classroom and not directly outside the door or windows. This helps to keep the children focussed and supports them in their independence. 

Parent help: this is encouraged in the Junior school. Young children require a lot of support in their early writing and another helper can be of enormous benefit. Speak to your child’s teacher if you are able to help.

Lost Property: Please name your child’s clothing. Lost property is kept in a basket at the caretaker’s shed.

Toys at School: Please keep toys at home. It can cause heartache and frustration if toys are lost, taken or broken at school.

Please don’t hesitate to ask your child’s teacher any questions – but be mindful that the start of the day is very busy as the teacher is supervising children. A good time to speak to the teacher is before the bell or after school.
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