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Middle School Information.
(Transitioning from the Junior School to the Middle School.)
We would like to welcome you and your family to Taupaki Middle School in 2010. 

There are a few things that we do differently to the Junior school due to the growing independence of your child as a learner and the expectations that go with this.

Who are the Middle School?

The Middle School is made up of four classes based on year levels 4-6. 

Miss Terri Stunell Y4

Ms Deborah Wilmore Y4/5

Mr Evan Barker Y5/6

Miss Anna Hewertson Y5/6

When putting together classes we consider age of child, friendships as well as learning and social behaviours. Composite classes enable a greater flexibility in these areas.

Reading

What would you see in class?

In the Middle School our reading genre are integrated with our writing genre. The text types that your child will be exposed to will vary greatly throughout the year from school journals to newspaper articles to chapter novels.  

In class, the students are grouped according to their independent reading age and then exposed to text that is at their instructional age which is usually 6 months to 1 year above the independent age.

The activities that follow their reading focus on a particular comprehension skill or strategy. For example; finding the main idea, summarising, making connections, inferring, evaluating and asking questions.

Reading at home

Students are expected to read daily at home and fill in a reading log. Reading at home may be teacher directed, but more often is the choice of the student. Novels or comprehensive non-fiction texts are encouraged rather than one off texts. This is of course dependent on the reading level of the child.  A new book is not sent home each day (as in the Junior School) as a text can be ‘reworked’ over several days. A student may choose to take their reading group’s book home or a book of their choice. 

Some students will require a daily book to increase their fluency and decoding levels.

How do we know the reading age of your child?

We use an assessment tool called ‘PROBE’. Probes reading ages, are exactly that, ages. You will no longer see levels but now year long bands for example 5-6 years or 6.5-7.5years. 

Knowing this, it is not unusual for a child to remain within the same band for the year; they could be 5-6 the whole year but they would have had movement within that band.

From this tool we are also able to ascertain the areas of comprehension your child may have gaps in. The teacher will modify the classroom programme to fill those gaps.

You may also notice a change in the reading age of your child when they are tested using PROBE as opposed to PM which is used in the junior school. The reasons for this are;
1. PROBE focuses much more on comprehension not just decoding

2. It is a different assessment tool with slightly different standard errors of measurement.

E-AsTTle: this is another tool we use to ascertain your child’s learning needs. It gives a curriculum level as well as a summary of strengths and weaknesses. It may be done on-line or using the traditional paper test.

Further explanations of our assessments are on KnowledgeNet and can be found in the front of their LiPs folders.

Writing

In the Middle school we tend to focus on a different genre type each term. These include Information reports, Narrative, Persuasive and Recount writing. The students learn to structure and organise their ideas under each of these genre. In our reading program they have opportunities to consolidate this knowledge by studying the various text types in guided reading sessions. 

Students are graded each term and given a curriculum level as well as their next steps.

Camps

The Middle School has camp every even year, these are great opportunities for the children to develop all sorts of skills and experience something different.

Due to the age variation in the Middle School we are sensitive to those children who are new to the Middle School. Going away on camp to stay away for 3 nights can be a ‘larger than life’ experience! 

To accommodate this, the Year 4 children stay away for one night at Arataki Camp. The cost will be approximately $30 but this will be confirmed very early next year.

Spanish

Learning Languages is a relatively new part to the New Zealand curriculum. Intermediates and full primaries have to offer a foreign language to all Year 7 and 8 students. Here at Taupaki we have taken it one step further. All children Year 4-8 take Spanish for 40 minutes a week. The lessons are planned and taught by Allyson Trew. The lessons focus mainly on conversation.

I.T in the Middle School

Each classroom in the Middle School has a data projector. Teachers can use them for warm up activities, to show examples of work, for group rotation rosters, to show video clips, power point presentations and more.

As in the junior school, each child in middle school has access to classroom computers. Unlike the Junior School though, each child has their own logon and password. This is important for their safety and for the safety of others. It means that their work is safe from being moved or deleted and allows staff to monitor internet access. It is important that children understand why they have their own user name and password and that when they change their password they must, must, must, tell their teacher what it is and remember it. Children also have access to the student photocopier in the library and have codes for this.

In the middle school we also have access to a pod of laptops which teachers can book for the children to use when publishing their work, researching for reports or big picture projects, using during maths rotations, activities in the literacy programme etc- they allow a higher computer to student ratio. 

Children also have access to the student photocopier in the library and have five digit codes for this.

Maths

Years 4 – 6 cross-group for Maths. This means each class is ability based. Children need to be organised with their pencil cases etc to move to another class. It is crucial they have a pencil, rubber and ruler (not a flexible one).

Maths is in a 50 minute session everyday of the week. 

In a typical maths lesson there is a mix of whole class, individual and group work. The teacher works with small groups of children to introduce concepts. They then go and practice either individually or with a buddy. The teacher then reviews those new concepts learnt with the small group again, to assess whether each child needs further support or is ready for the next step. Teachers use a mixture of text books, hands-on learning centres, worksheets, games, computer games, problem solving quests etc. 

Home learning is set from the Dragon Maths Books, 1 or 2 pages a week relating to what is being learnt in class. We encourage parents to discuss the Maths homework with their children and let us know through the “thumbs up, sideways or down” icons in the book whether there was difficulty with the set work. The home learning is reviewed in class on Fridays.
Home Learning
In the Middle School home learning is a compilation of activities that compliment the learning done in class. It is not one off ‘projects’.
Home learning is set weekly by the classroom teacher. It will involve a page for numeracy, a spelling list and possibly an activity to compliment a spelling rule or sound focus. Your classroom teacher may also choose to add an additional activity that may relate to, or compliment classroom learning. Their home learning will also include a reading log that your child is encouraged to fill daily.

You are also required to sign that you have seen your child’s home learning and that you are satisfied with their efforts for the week.
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